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SCHOOLS OF EARLY BUDDHISM

After the passing away of the Buddha eighteen schools of early Buddhism

developed. Of these only Theravada (The Teaching of the Elders) survives today.

THE GREATER VEHICLE (MAHAYANA)

In the first century AD, Mahayana Buddhism developed as a separate tradition. It was known to its
adherents as the Greater Vehicle, in contrast to the contemporary monastic based Buddhism, which

the Mahayanists named the Hinayana (Lesser Vehicle).

Mahayana Buddhism adopted Sanskrit as its language. The Bodhisattva (Pali: Bodhisatta) ideal
emerged of a person who refuses to enter Nirvana (Pali: Nibbana), but instead returns to samsara
to help others. Compassion and wisdom became the most important virtues. The role of lay people

was developed.
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