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Is Confucianism a philosophy, a code of

ethics, or a Veligion?



(_onfucianism as a system of ethics

* Moral conduct Is the basis of social harmony
» Emphasis on self discipline and education

» Obligation to family
— Family as microcosm of the universe
— Strict Father vs. Nurturing Parent model



( _onfucianism as a Plﬁilosoplﬁy

“‘Confucianism’s root
metaphor was and is a
concern for the world”

(Berthrong)

Humanity, reciprocity,
empathy

Collective > Individual

Humans are good, but
we stray

— Education and self-
discipline




“The superior person devotes his efforts to the roots,
for once the roots are established, the Way will grow
therefrom. Being a good as a son and obedient as a
young man is, perhaps, the root of one's character.”

Moral Empathy: Using
One’s Self as Guide for

Interacting with Others

Doing One’s

Best Trust-

worthiness

Moral

Courage .. and others



(_onfucianism as a religion

 Religion = community of people who share
beliefs, cultural practices, worship a
deity/deities

* “something done with great attention to detail”
— Confucian philosophy of self discipline



(_onfucianism as a religion

« Confucius was not a god or
a prophet
» He did not create these

Ideas, but merely restored
them

s to being a Divine Sage
or even a Good Man, far be

it from me to make any such
claim.”

“I am not one of those who have innate Rnowledge. I am simply
one who loves the past and who is diligent in investigating it”

(Analects VII, 19)



(_onfucianism as a religion

Rituals for all occasions of life
— \eneration of ancestors
— Meditation

No initiation or membership
Heaven 1s a manifestation
of God

— The words are interchangeable

— Heaven means goodness. To
be good is to live in harmony
with heaven

— Mencius “Heaven does not

speak’”
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