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Relrgron IN Ancrent Greece

What happens to the Greek gods after
Homer?



How the gods behaved in myths
andlegends;

= Do humans appear to have free will?

% How do the gods interact with humans?

»* How do the gods behave on Mt. Olympus?




The Olympian Gods
* A family

*Led by the authoritative father

Zeus, who commanded his two

brothers, three sisters and eight
children.

*Zeus was a sky god, and was
seen as a moral and ethical force.

*In myth, the family squabbled
and fought, a macrocosm of real
families.

*The goddesses, while under
paternal authority, often pursued
their own agendas.




Poseidon

e Zeus’s brother
Poseidon was

e God of the sea.
* A storm god.

e Linked with
maritime and land
fertility
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Hades, whose name is synonymous with the Underworld,
is seldom pictured without his wife, Persephone, whose
femininity and fertility make the Death god less appalling.




Demeter and
Persephone

The mother-
daughter
relationship of
Demeter and
Persephone
represents the life-
affirming process of
yearly cycles and
- crop fertility




Hestia, the goddess of the hearth, gave up her position as an
Olympian. She was important in each home, and in Rome (as
Vesta) had a crucial civic cult.
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Athena

y

“Athena’s special powers of military prowess and
wisdom derived from her special relationship to Zeus,
and symbolize the magnitude and beneficence of female
potency when submitted to benign male control.”
(Marilyn A. Katz)




Artemis

Artemis, the
huntress,
remained forever
a virgin, roaming
the wilderness, a
liminal and often
threatening figure

Yet another aspect
of this goddess
was to promote the
fertility of animals,
aid in childbirth,
and oversee the
transition of
virgins into brides




Apollo, Artemis’ twin
brother, was the distant,
beautiful, unapproachable god
of music, poetry and prophecy

Hermes,
another
youthful
god, was
both divine
messenger
and trickster




Aphrodite

*Goddess of love, symbolizing
intoxicating sexuality and beauty.

*In myth she is often portrayed as
a willful “girly-girl,” but Sappho
portrays her as a powerful,
personally-accessible goddess.

* Doves were her favored
sacrificial animal.

*The word for a sudden,
irresistible urge is “an aphrodite”
- “I have an aphrodite for some
chocolate and if I don’t get some
soon I'll die!”




Hephaestus
god of the
forge and
craftsman-
ship, was
married to
Aphrodite

Ares, god of
war, was her
lover. ..

His warfare
was more
brutish, less
considered
than
Athena’s.




Dionysus
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Dionysiac celebration involved loss of self and ecstasy



Nymphs

Female wilderness
spirits, often seen as the
retinue or sexual
partner or mother of
some god or hero (here
with the god Pan) - as
the “collective
feminine”




Female Groups

Other groups of goddesses
represent personified concepts and
include the Graces, the Muses, the
Oceanids and Nereids, etc.
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