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ABSTRACT

The study about “The Sangha Administration in Thailand: A Case Study of
Sangha Supreme Council” consists of 2 objectives which are (1) To study and analyze
the sangha administration of the Sangha Supreme Council and (2) To suggest the
ways and means of the solution to current sangha administration problems.

The study method will be conducted in an analytical descriptive study.
In this paper, the researcher has defined steps in the research methodology as a
qualitative research by means of the documentary research, in-depth interview, and
the study from the mission and duty of Sangha Supreme Council; in order to have
the perspective regarding the sangha administration of Sangha Supreme Council. In
connection, this can be obtained through the principle study, data investigation
regarding documents and written works, printing media, theoretical concepts, rules
and regulations, resolutions and announcements of Sangha Supreme Council, and
the relevant researches. The researcher has designed the research framework and
problems, then, built the tools for implementing the research, and analyzed the
sangha administration of Sangha Supreme Council.

From the study, it was found that the current sangha administration has

been developed from the principle of Dhamma Vinaya and applied with both the



administration and the Thai social growth. By following this practice, there were city
laws, sangha acts, regulations, and various rules that help in supporting the Dhamma
Vinaya such as in the form of sangha administration. This form of sangha
administration has been developed from the past, meaning the administration of the
sangha with 6 aspects which are administration, religious study, supportive study,
Buddhism propagation, public utility, and public support. These aspects shaped the
solid form in the sangha administration by means of Sangha Supreme Council as the
highest organization of the sangha administration.

Sangha Supreme Council is an organization which has been established
based on the Act of the Monk Order. The administration form of Sangha Supreme
Council is in combination. The main authority is assembled in central which means
there is a center of administration and sangha obligation. The command comes from
the center unit then decentralizes to all segments. The administrative regulations
can be divided into 2 parts which are the central sangha administrative regulation
part and the provincial sangha administrative regulation part. This can be achieved
by appointing the regional dean of abbot, provincial dean of abbot, district dean of
abbot, sub-district dean of abbot, and the temple abbot who is responsible for and
administers to monks and novices in the temple. Moreover, there are members of
the temple or the appointed district. The director of the National Buddhism Office
will automatically be the secretary by position and the Office of National Buddhism
will be the Secretariat of Sangha Supreme Council.

The Sangha Supreme Council has an authority in administrating the order
of sangha with orderliness by following the Act of Sangha, regulations, orders,
announcements, rules, and sangha resolutions. These give guidance in the sangha
administration by taking Dhamma Vinaya as its main principle then combined with
the Act of Sangha as laws to support the sacred in Dhamma Vinaya. Through this
practice, it connects the relationships among temple, lay people, and officials as well

as promotes the solid and clear performance of all levels of dean of abbot.



(5)

Currently, the sangha administration of Sangha Supreme Council has been
criticized in vast, as the case of some monks has violated Dhamma Vinaya. The
Sangha Supreme Council, then, adopted the 6 aspects of sangha administration in
order to approach in solving current issues which would be the sustainable solutions
to the problems. This adoption would neither be the solution to some aspects of
the problems nor the solution to specific violation of Dhamma Vinaya by some
monks; however, it leaded to the solutions of all problematic aspects. The concept
introduced the practice that all levels of the administrative sangha in ranks had to
adopt and apply this practice of the 6 aspects seriously. Nevertheless, for the case
of Dhamma Vinaya violation of some monks, the cause did not come from the
administration of Sangha Supreme Council. On the other hand, the actual cause
came from the monks who violated the rules themselves and also the changing
social environment with modernized technology. These changes had drawn their
attentions from Dhamma Vinaya. Furthermore, these violated monks came from
different backgrounds, levels of mind, and various purposes in the ordination.
Although the Sangha Supreme Council had very strict management and
administration, it was not able to prohibit the human states of mind. Hence, if we
want Buddhism to be last long and decrease the current issue, every section has to
cooperate in harmony by beginning with the family, school, government sector,

Buddhist lay people, and ordinary people.

Keywords: The Sangha Administration in Thailand
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